Dr. Dennis Slamon is an accomplished physician-scientist, internationally recognized for his work on the roles of growth factors and oncogenes in cancer.  His numerous research accomplishments include demonstration of amplification of the n-myc gene in neuroblastoma, demonstration of amplification of the HER-2/neu gene in certain highly aggressive forms of breast and ovarian cancer, the causative role of the HER-2/neu amplification in the malignant phenotype of breast cancer, and the development (in collaboration with Genentech) of the Her-2 antibody reagent.  In 1998, Herceptin was approved by the FDA and, today, the drug helps up to 250,000 women worldwide with HER-2 positive breast cancer.  This body of work clearly exemplifies translational cancer research, and proves the principle that therapeutics targeted against genetic alterations are effective weapons in the battle against cancer.  His research in breast cancer has been recognized by awards from the ACS (Medal of Honor), AACR (Rosenthal), Gairdner Foundation and the NBCC, among others. In 2000, Slamon was appointed to a two-year term on the President’s Cancer Panel.

